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The Grand Opening of the Waller County Community Center, located in Prairie View,  was 

February 1, and well-attended by elected officials, law enforcement, residents, and Prairie View 

University personnel and students.  I did share with Commissioner Barnett that I was concerned 

regarding the name change of the Community Center.  We had three courageous citizens; Mr. 

and Mrs. Alvin Coleman, Mr. Henry Kemp, and Mrs. Willie Smith, who, among their other 

efforts, withstood inclement weather conditions to obtain signatures on a petition to insure the 

original center was in Prairie View.  Their determination insured the original center was located 

in Prairie View.  Once constructed, the center was named the Coleman-Kemp-Smith Waller 

County Community Center.  What happened to “Coleman-Kemp-Smith”?   When the H. T. 

Jones Elementary School was re-located, the name remained the same.  Why, then, was 

“Coleman-Kemp-Smith” omitted from the Waller County Community Center?  I received 

information that the name of the original building was approved by the seated Commissioner’s 

Court, at the time.  These courageous families (Coleman/Kemp/Smith) are long-time citizens 

who remain as actively involved in the community as their health permits.  Let’s not allow our 

history to continue to be “lost, stolen, or strayed.”      

                                            
 
 
Following the “Grand Opening” of the Community Center, I went to the Prairie View University 

Football recognition activity.  The coaching staff and new athletic recruits were named.  Based 

on the information shared, we should expect an exciting upcoming athletic season, overall.  Have 

you purchased your season ticket yet?    
 

                                                    
                              
  
I joined volunteers who included Veronica Hargest Sharp, Michael Lopez, Helen Boyer, Chandra Bell, Charles Muse, 

Freddie Roberts, Saab Smith, and several other residents as well as Prairie View University students to  
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distribute fresh fruit, vegetables, and milk, Saturday, February 11, at Saint Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church 

parking lot; 204 Dooley Street.   Mark your calendar and plan to be at the March distribution event when the date 

is announced.  “Thank you” to all who either volunteered and/or received food.   

                                           

 

I attended and participated in both the Ordinance Committee Meeting and the Prairie View Economic 

Development Corporation 4-B Meeting.  Regarding economic development, “Valero & Prairie View Mini 

Mart”, formally, “UNCO” is now in Prairie View.  Please visit and patronize the recently renovated 

business and; additionally, enjoy breakfast and/or lunch.  The hamburgers and cream of chicken tacos, 

and burritos are my favorite.  Try the menu and decide your favorite item(s).  Food items are prepared 

fresh daily. 

                                                                                  

Let’s support and patronize businesses located in the City of Prairie View. 

 

What is your real and true address?   
 
One resident shared with me that her original address, for years and years, had been “213 & 215 Clark 
Street”.  According to the 911 addressing, her address was changed to “134 & 150 Clark Street”.  Yes, 
she seemingly has relocated to an entirely different city block—from “200’s to the “100’s”.  Be reminded 
that this address change was reportedly initiated for “911” purposes.  When this resident happened to 
research her property on the Waller County Appraisal District website, her address is listed as “142 Clark 
Street”.  Below are the signs she purchased from the 911 Addressing Office (Road and Bridge Building). 
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The resident shared that she was informed she could leave her original signage in place; but, also post 
the above signs.   Will this really assist emergency personnel to locate us in case of any emergency?  Or, 
will this cause additional delay in our receiving needed emergency services?  Why can’t the county get it 
right when it comes to Prairie View?  Our county taxes dollars matter! 
     
 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
The Ordinance Committee met, January 30, 2017, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
The two newest city ordinances were discussed; and the following recommendations are to be 
presented to the City Council for consideration.   
…Ordinance No:  121216A:  Increase the fine for abandoned motor vehicles while eliminating “$0” in 
the “$0 - $200 fine”  
 
…Ordinance No:  121216B:  Reflect the fine to be a graduated fine (“$50 (first citation); $150 (second 
citation); $250 (for 3rd and additional citation(s). 
 
Please be reminded that it is our hope there will be no fines; because, hopefully, residents will adhere to 
these and all city ordinances.   
 
Apartment owners/managers will present a proposal for city council consideration regarding the current 
water turn-on deposit. 
 
February 20 @ 5:30 is the next scheduled Ordinance Committee Meeting to be held at the Prairie View 
City Hall.  All meetings are open to the public and your attendance, input, and participation is welcomed 
and appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prairie View’s road to becoming a model city IS under construction.  Together, working cooperatively, 
we can complete, maintain, and improve it.  
 


